
UNDERSTANDING 
INDIVIDUAL CAREER AND 
ACADEMIC PLANS (ICAP)



LEARNING TARGETS

• Students and families will understand what 
ICAP is and why it is important to have an ICAP

• Students and families will know how the ICAP 
curriculum is delivered in D51 and at Grand 
Junction High School

• Families will have time to explore the features 
of Naviance together



WHAT IS ICAP?
In 2009, Senate Bill 09‐256 was enacted into law with a requirement that by 
September 2011, all students grades 9 ‐ 12 would have access to a mandatory 
process within their high school to create and manage an Individual Career and 
Academic Plan (ICAP.) 

ICAP is:

• An expectation for high school graduation beginning in the 2014-15 academic 
year as ICAP aligns with graduation guidelines

• Appreciated by companies across Colorado who continually reinforce their 
high expectations of a student’s ability to articulate their transferable skills

• A foundational tool that gives students ownership of a process that helps them 
explore their unique talents and aspirations, participate in career and 
postsecondary options, and create pathways to financial success after high 
school



IMPORTANCE OF ICAP
• When students complete a meaningful ICAP process, they:

• Are more motivated to attend school and stay engaged

• Become confident learners who can actively set goals

• Have access to quality career guidance activities

• Connect the relevance of education to future aspirations

• Understand and demonstrate self-exploration, career 
exploration and career planning and management

• Select a pathway that strategically aligns with self-defined 
career, college and life goals

• Establish better communication and relational connections 
between school and home



NAVIANCE

• A post-secondary planning resource for students

• A communication tool for teachers, counselors, and 
families about academic and career interests.

• An electronic document manager for student 
transcripts, recommendations, and service learning.

• It’s HUGE; nation-wide, the largest network in the U.S.



9TH GRADE LEVEL CURRICULUM

• Understand what ICAP is and importance

• Create Naviance Account

• Understand the differences between high school 
graduation requirements and college entrance 
requirements

• Explore interests to find careers that match those 
interests and add them to list in Naviance



10TH GRADE LEVEL CURRICULUM

• Review transcripts and gauge progress toward 
graduation

• Gain a better understanding of how personality types 
and interests relate to careers through the “Do What 
You Are” survey in Naviance

• Set a goal or update Career/Post Secondary Goal and 
formulate two realistic steps to achieve that goal

• Explore postsecondary education options that meet 
career needs through the College Finder component in 
Naviance



11TH GRADE LEVEL CURRICULUM

• Creating a post-secondary goal, understanding resources 
for ACT preparation, tracking graduation requirements, and 
understanding college admissions info

• Present options for classes through Career Center, WCCC, 
and CMU

• Provide timeline for ACT and ASVAB testing dates and 
college fairs

• In Composition 11, student will complete a career/post-
secondary research project and present to class, and 
create a college entrance essay or letter to employer



12TH GRADE LEVEL CURRICULUM
• Senior Seminar meetings – what to do to get the most out of 

your senior year, senior timeline, how to find info on college 
admissions, scholarships, & financial aid, how to request 
transcripts & letters of recommendation

• Senior Work Day – seniors work on college applications, 
meet with military personnel, or practice job interview skills 
with Workforce Center rep

• Unified Financial Aid Night – November 17th on FAFSA, 
scholarships, & career pathways at CMU ballroom 6pm
• Followed up by Financial Aid Nights at individual high schools, 

college reps help our students/parents fill out FAFSA



WHAT NAVIANCE LOOKS LIKE



WELCOME SCREEN



COLLEGES TAB



CAREERS TAB
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